
“Close reading is an instructional approach that requires readers to re-read a text 
several times and really develop a deep understanding of the content contained in 
the text. The purpose is to build the habits of readers as they engage with the 
complex texts and to build their stamina and skills for being able to do so 
independently. However, close reading doesn’t mean that you simply distribute a 
complex reading and then exhort them to read it again and again until they 
understand it. As part of a close reading, students "read with a pencil" and learn to 
annotate as they go. In addition, they are asked text-dependent questions that 
require that they produce evidence from the text as part of their responses." 

Dr. Douglas Fisher (co- author of Text Complexity: Raising Rigor in Reading, April 2012) 

 

 

 

Close, analytic reading stresses engaging with a text of sufficient complexity 
directly and examining meaning thoroughly and methodically, encouraging students 
to read and reread deliberately. Directing student attention on the text itself 
empowers students to understand the central ideas and key supporting details. It 
also enables students to reflect on the meanings of individual words and 
sentences; the order in which sentences unfold; and the development of ideas over 
the course of the text, which ultimately leads students to arrive at an understanding 
of the text as a whole.  

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers, 2011 
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