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This classroom activity introduces students to the context of the performance task. This 

ensures that students are not disadvantaged in completing the skills the task intends to 

assess. Contextual elements include understanding the situation of the task, potentially 

unfamiliar concepts associated with the situation or setting, and key terms or vocabulary 

students will need to understand in order to engage with the performance task. This 

classroom activity is also intended to interest the students in the task they are to complete. 

This activity should be easy to implement and contains clear instructions. 

 

Please read through the entire classroom activity before beginning the activity with 

students. This will ensure that all classroom preparation is completed before the activity 

begins.  

 

 

Learning Goals: 

 Students will understand the items related to designing a new science lab 

 Students will understand what is found in a science lab, and what goes into 

designing the science lab 

 The student will understand the following vocabulary: 

o Budget: the amount of money you have for something 

 

 

Definitions are provided here for the convenience of facilitators. Students are expected to 

understand these key terms as they arise in the context of the task, not to be able to recite 

the definitions. 
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[Purpose: The facilitator's goal is to help students to understand the concept of designing a 

science lab in order to have the basic knowledge that will allow them to complete their 

performance task.] 

 

Facilitator says: "Today we will be learning about designing a new science lab for a 

school." 

 

Facilitator asks: "Do you know what you might need to consider if you were designing a 

science lab?"  

 

[Select student volunteers to answer the question.] 

 

Facilitator says: "Some things I would consider are the size of the science lab, the tools 

and supplies you would need in a science lab, and the price of those objects." 

 

Facilitator says: "The amount of money you have for everything within the science lab 

may be the most important part of the project. The amount of money you have would be 

called your budget. Your budget will help you to determine how much of everything you can 

afford in your science lab. Can you tell me what types of things you should consider when 

thinking about your budget?" 

 

[Select student volunteers to answer the question.] 

 

Facilitator says: "I would consider the cost of the tools, and how many of each tool I need. 

If I know I need microscopes and safety equipment in my lab, I would consider my budget 

to see how many microscopes and which safety equipment I could buy. If the amount I 

need is over my budget, I might have to look at different models of microscopes so that I 

can find a more affordable option." 

 

Facilitator asks: "Do any of you have experience working with a budget? If so, would you 

like to share with the class? Please raise your hands so that I can call on you." 

 

[Select student volunteers to answer the question.] 

 

Facilitator asks: "Are there any questions?" 

 

[Allow time for student responses.] 

 

Facilitator says: "Now that we have discussed designing a new science lab, you are now 

ready to start your performance task." 

 

[Collect all notes from students and remind them that they cannot be used during the 

performance task.] 

 

 

 


