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This classroom activity introduces students to the context of the performance task. This 

ensures that students are not disadvantaged in completing the skills the task intends to 

assess. Contextual elements include understanding the situation of the task, potentially 

unfamiliar concepts associated with the situation or setting, and key terms or vocabulary 

students will need to understand in order to engage with the performance task. This 

classroom activity is also intended to interest the students in the task they are to complete. 

This activity should be easy to implement and contains clear instructions. 

 

Please read through the entire classroom activity before beginning the activity with 

students. This will ensure that all classroom preparation is completed before the activity 

begins.  

 

 

Learning Goals: 

 Students will identify common characteristics of zoos 

 Students will identify tasks associated with working as a zoologist 
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[Purpose: The facilitator's goal is to introduce students to daily tasks required of a 

zoologist who works in a zoo.] 

 

Facilitator says: "Today we are going to talk about zoos.  How many of you have ever 

been to a zoo or have ever seen a zoo in a movie or on TV?" 

 

[Allow students to raise their hands.] 

 

Facilitator says: "I see that a lot of you have been to or seen a zoo.  Think about what you 

saw while at a zoo.  What parts do you remember?  Did you see any exhibits that were 

interesting?" 

 

[Call on students to share.] 

 

Facilitator says: "Quite a lot of activities happen at zoos.  There are many animals to 

watch, like mammals, birds, and reptiles.  All of the animals live in the types of habitats that 

they would likely live in if they were in the wild.  For example, fish would live in aquariums, 

or penguins would live in a cold space.  What other examples habitats have you seen?" 

 

[Call on students to share.] 

 

Facilitator says: "People at zoos work hard to make sure their animals are safe and kept 

healthy, and providing the animals with the right types of habitats is a part of that 

responsibility." 

 

Facilitator says: "Now I want you to think about what it might be like to work at a zoo.  

The title of the scientist who works at zoos is called a zoologist.  What types of jobs do you 

think zoologists might perform at a zoo?" 

 

[Call on students to share.] 

 

Facilitator says: "Zoologists have a lot of different types of jobs, and taking care of the 

animals is the most important.  Zoologists make sure all of the animals are cared for and 

treated well.  If an animal is sick, the zoologist may give it medicine.  They can also give 

them vitamins to ensure they do not get sick. Zoologists make sure the animals have food 

and water, and they may even be in charge of buying the right supplies for each animal's 

food and water.  Other than working with animals and keeping them healthy." 

 

Facilitator says: "Zoologists may also work on designing and developing new exhibits to 

be built in zoos.  Zoos like to bring in new and interesting animals, and the zoologists would 

ensure that those animals are in appropriate habitats.  Zoologists may also be a part of the 

team who works to advertise those new animals in their new habitats and exhibits." 

 

Facilitator says: "So we know that zoologists have many different types of jobs they do at 

zoos.  But there is also a big part of their job that we have not talked about yet.  Zoologists 

are scientists.  As scientists, what do you think zoologists might do?" 

 

[Call on students to speculate.] 
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Facilitator says: "Scientists like to research and learn new things, and zoologists are just 

like that, too.  Zoologists might spend some of their workday observing particular animals, 

analyzing the data they collected, and writing reports about it. In order for the zoologists to 

create the healthiest habitats possible, they want to constantly learn new things about the 

animals they have in their zoos." 

 

Facilitator says: "As we have discussed today, zoos can be interesting places with lots of 

activities going on.  The main reason to visit a zoo is to see the animals in their habitat 

exhibits.  And because there are a lot of different animals in zoos, zoologists have a lot of 

work to do to make sure they are all healthy and safe.  Zoologists might also do other work, 

too, such as designing a new exhibit or conducting research." 

 

Facilitator says: "During this performance task, you will encounter some of these aspects 

of working in a zoo as a zoologist.  You are now familiar with these ideas and are ready to 

complete the performance task." 

 


