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Zoos 
 

 
Your Assignment: 
 

     As humans, we are excited by the wild world of animals.  Zoos have been around for a 

very long time, and millions of people visit animal-based attractions every year.  Although it 

may be a big source of entertainment, many argue that zoos do more harm than good. 

 

    For this task, you will be writing an opinion article on zoos.  Before you begin your 

article, you will read through three sources that give information about zoos.   

 

     After you have reviewed the sources, you will answer some questions about them.  

Quickly look through the sources and the three questions that follow. Then, go back and 

read through the sources carefully.   

 

     In part 2, you will write an article on a topic related to the sources. 

 

Directions for beginning: 

 

       You may now look at the sources. You can look back to these sources as much as you 

would like. Be sure to take notes when reading. You may want to use them while you are 

writing your article. 

 

Research Questions: 

 

      After examining the research sources, use the rest of the time in part 1 to answer three 

questions. Your answers to these questions will be scored. Also, your answers will help you 

think about the information you have read, which should help you write your article in part 

2. 

 

       You may refer back to your scratch paper to review your notes when you think it would 

be helpful. Answer the questions in the spaces below the questions. 

 

       Your written notes on scratch paper will be available to you in part 1 and part 2 of the 

performance task.  
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PART 1 
 

Source 1 

 

This article, written by Chloe McCarthy, was published on April 2, 2014, in the magazine 

Animal Adventure. It explains an opinion about zoos. 

 

Zoos Rock! 

By: Chloe McCarthy 

 

          Zoos are a place of entertainment for people, and a place of safety for animals.  The 

first zoo was created in London in 1828, and ever since then people have been going to 

zoos to learn about animals.  Zoos allow people to see animals that they would have to 

travel all over the world to see in the wild. 

 

          Not just anyone can own a zoo.  To have a zoo, you must receive a license through 

the Department of Agriculture.  After a zoo is made, there are many different organizations 

and laws that make sure that the animals in the zoos are being cared for correctly.   Zoos 

that are certified by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums must keep up very high 

standards in the way they treat their animals.  Even zoos that do not have this certification 

are still controlled by the Animal Welfare Act to make sure the animals are being cared for 

properly. 

 

        When a person goes to a zoo, they can safely see how animals would act in their 

natural environment.  This is a great chance for animal lovers to learn about their favorite 

animals. While at a zoo, many people gain respect for the animals they are viewing. They 

can also learn what they can do to help those animals. People can donate money to help 

contribute to the animals in the zoo and in the wild.  

 

          Although many say that zoos are no match for their natural habitat, or their home in 

the wild, zoos have been taking extra steps to make sure that their zoo habitats imitate how 

the animals would live in the wild.  These do not just include the surroundings and plants 

they would see, but also the activities they would naturally perform. For example, in the 

wild, chimpanzees use sticks to dip and pull termites out of mounds to eat.  In some zoos, 

fake termite mounds are filled with sweet honey and jelly that chimps can get out with 

sticks.  Because of things like this, animals can still behave as they would in the wild. 

 

          Zoos take in animals that no longer have a home.  They are known to take in circus 

animals and orphaned animals that would not live in the wild.  Zoos keep these animals 

safe.  Animals in zoos do not have to face hunting, lack of food, and loss of habitat like they 

do in the wild. 

 

          Some animals in the wild become endangered. This means that the group of animals 

is in danger of disappearing forever.  Zoos help endangered animals with breeding programs 

that help increase their numbers. One program took the population numbers of the 

California Condor from around 24 birds to over 170. Zoos also allow us to study the animals 

of the world to learn more about them.  Through research studies, we can create new ways 

and medicines to help animals. 
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          As you can see, zoos do not only offer entertainment for people.  Zoos do great 

things for animals that need safety as well as animals in the wild. 

 

McCarthy, C. (2014). Zoos rock! Animal Adventure. Retrieved from 

http://animaladventure.com/zoosrock.html 

 

 

Source 2 

 

This article, written by animal activist Ana Islam, was published on December 7, 2014 in 

Animals Forever magazine. It explains what she found about zoos after doing research.  

 

The Sad, Sad Truth about Zoos 

By: Ana Islam 

 

          Imagine being taken from your home and put into a strange place.  This strange 

place may look a little like your house, but is much smaller, and it doesn't have all of the 

things that make you comfortable and allow you to behave normally.  Now this does not 

sound like much fun, so why do we do this to animals with zoos?   

 

          Many people visit zoos to see animals from all over the world. What they do not 

know is that some of these animals have been taken from their natural environments to be 

put in front of audiences of people. Sometimes, families of animals are broken apart 

because of it.  

 

     Pens at zoos are often times too small and do not imitate the natural habitat of the 

animals well enough.  For example, elephants in the wild are able to walk as many as 30 

miles a day.  In a zoo, their pens are limited to a couple of acres at most. It is nearly 

impossible to fully recreate a natural habitat, and nothing compares to the wild.  Certain 

animals are used to certain temperatures that they are comfortable living in.  Depending on 

where the zoo is located, it may be hard to keep this temperature constant. Some animals 

also have diets that zoos may not be able to keep up with.  

 

          Animals are greatly affected when they are not in their natural habitat. Because of 

lack of space, animals can become bored, unhappy and experience a lot of stress.  They 

show this by walking back and forth across their cages and grooming themselves over and 

over.  In the wild, animals are able to hunt and graze for miles and miles to keep 

themselves happy. 

 

          Animals kept in zoos can very rarely be reintroduced to the wild. After living in a zoo, 

many animals are not able to find their own food in the wild, and cannot live there. 

 

          It is hard to deny that humans are excited by the wild world.  Some may say that 

without zoos, we would no longer be able to witness the amazing world of animals.  

However, the zoo is not the only place people can experience animals in faraway places.  

There are many sanctuaries and television programs that teach about wildlife.  These 

options allow people to learn and be entertained without harming the animals in any way. 

 

Islam, A. (2014). The sad, sad truth about zoos. Animals Forever. Retrieved from 

http://animalsforever.edu/thesadsadtruthaboutzoos.html 
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Source 3 

 

This opinion article, written by Mikaela Tatum, was published on April 23, 2013 in the 

newspaper. It explains her opinion about zoos.  

 

Zoos: Helping or Hurting? 

By: Mikaela Tatum 

 

 Ever since 1828, people have visited zoos. They go to see all the interesting animals 

that are there. However, the same animals that bring us joy are treated unfairly. They are 

just used to keep customers entertained. Zoos are terrible places for animals to live. They 

deserve a better home. 

 

 Wild animals are free to go wherever they want. Their natural habitats are usually 

very big. In zoos, animals are kept in habitats that are much smaller than where they would 

live in the wild. In their pens, they are not able to learn what they would need to know to 

survive in the wild. This makes it nearly impossible to release them back to where they 

came from. Although zoos try their best to create habitats that are similar to animals' 

natural ones, some things are impossible to recreate.  

 

 Zoos claim that they are preventing animals from going extinct. If this is the case, 

then why are many of the animals we see in zoos not endangered? Zoos carry animals that 

they think will bring in the most people. Animals do not have to be endangered to be in 

zoos. Also, keeping a few of the species is not going to help the animals in the long run. 

 

 Even though zoos sometimes take in injured animals or animals that can no longer 

survive in the wild on their own, there are other solutions to these situations. Animal 

sanctuaries take in animals that cannot live in the wild. They also give them a better feel for 

what the wild is really like. Even if they are not exactly the same as the wild, they are better 

than zoos. Here, they could be watched by veterinarians while still getting some much-

deserved freedom. They would not get that freedom in zoos.  

 

 Zoos also breed animals to increase the number of animals they have. This leads to 

even less space in the animals' habitats. As a result, the older animals are sometimes 

traded to different zoos that may have even worse conditions. They could also be sold to 

circuses or people trying to get extra money by selling them again.  

 

 Even though zoos help people learn about wild animals, it is not fair to keep animals 

locked away in small habitats for our enjoyment. When they are not needed anymore, they 

are shipped away. We should focus on ways to help animals. We should not focus on ways 

to watch them at zoos. 

 
Tatum, M. (2013). Zoos: helping or hurting? Daily Times. Retrieved from 

http://dailytimes.org/zooshelpingorhurting.html 
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Research Questions 

 

Using the information you have just read from the three articles, answer the questions 

below. 

 

 

1. Which of the sources best provides support for zoos?  What are three strong 

reasons presented by that source? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The sources talk about a lot of the same topics, but some of the information 

may challenge the other sources.  Choose one detail that is discussed in at 

least two sources and explain both sides of the argument. 
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3. Select the boxes to match each source with the idea or ideas that it 

supports. Some ideas may have more than one source selected.  

 

 
Source 1: Zoos 

Rock!  

Source 2: The Sad, 

Sad Truth About 

Zoos 

Source 3: Zoos: 

Helping or 

Hurting? 

Zoos bring in more 

animals than 

needed to make 

customers happy. 

   

Zoos allow people 

to see animals 

safely. 

   

Zoos do their best 

to make animals 

feel like they are 

in their natural 

habitat.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF PART 1 
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PART 2 
 

Directions: 

 

You will now review your notes and sources and plan, draft, edit, and revise your writing. 

You may use your notes and refer to the sources. Now read your assignment and the 

information about how your writing will be scored, then begin your work. 

 

Your assignment:  

 

          You have been asked to write a multi-paragraph article on zoos for the school 

newspaper. In your article, you will need to take a side as to whether you think zoos do 

more good or more harm. Your article will be read by students and teachers at your school.  

In your article, clearly state your opinion and support your opinion with reasons that are 

clearly developed.  Use information from the sources you have read. 

 

Remember: 

 

A well-written opinion article: 

 states a clear opinion 

 is well-organized and stays in the assigned topic 

 has an introduction and a conclusion 

 uses transitions and linking words 

 uses details from the source to support the opinion 

 clearly develops ideas 

 uses clear language 

 follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, grammar) 

 
      You may begin working on your article.  Make sure that you manage your time so that 

you can plan your article, write your article, and revise and edit the final draft. 

   

     For part 2, you are being asked to write a multi-paragraph article, so be as thorough as 

possible.  

 

     Remember to check your notes and your prewriting/planning as you write and then 

revise and edit your article. 


