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This classroom activity introduces students to the context of the performance task. This 

ensures that students are not disadvantaged in completing the skills the task intends to 

assess. Contextual elements include understanding the situation of the task, potentially 

unfamiliar concepts associated with the situation or setting, and key terms or vocabulary 

students will need to understand in order to engage with the performance task. This 

classroom activity is also intended to interest the students in the task they are to complete. 

This activity should be easy to implement and contains clear instructions. 

 

Please read through the entire classroom activity before beginning the activity with 

students. This will ensure that all classroom preparation is completed before the activity 

begins.  

 

 

Resources Needed: 

 Chart paper, whiteboard, or chalkboard 

 Markers or chalk 

 Pencils or pens 

 One piece of paper and pencil per group  

o Students who need accommodations may use their preferred tool for writing 

 

 

Learning Goals: 

 Students will understand the context of the key concepts related to the topic: 

o Camping is when you sleep outdoors, often in the woods, usually for fun 

o You cook/eat meals outdoors when you are camping 

o Special equipment for sleeping and eating is needed to go camping 

o You may see different types of wildlife while camping 

 Students will understand the key terms: 

o Camp (verb): to live temporarily on a campsite or outdoors, usually for 

recreation 

o Campground: an area or place that is used for camping; a place where 

people can put up a tent or park a camper that usually has restrooms and 

showers for campers to use 

o Campsite: a place where people can put up a tent 

o Hike: to walk a long distance, especially for pleasure or exercise 

 

Note: A campground is the larger area for camping made up of amenities such as 

communal bathrooms and showers as well as smaller campsites for individuals or 

groups. 

 

 

Definitions are provided here for the convenience of facilitators. Students are expected to 

understand these key terms as they arise in the context of the task, not to be able to recite 

the definitions. 
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[Purpose: The facilitator's goal is to help students understand that camping is when you 

sleep outdoors for fun, and that when you go camping you cook and eat meals outdoors. 

The facilitator's goal is also to help students understand that special equipment is needed 

for camping.  This activity will allow students to be active participants as they further 

explore the concept of camping.] 

 

Note: The following section can be modified to accommodate various teacher-student 

interaction types such as a teacher-led discussion with the entire class, a teacher-student 

discussion for remote locations with a single student, or small groups. 

 

Facilitator says: "Today we will get ready for a performance task about camping.  We will 

start by talking about camping.  First of all, what is camping?  Someone tell me what 

camping is." 

 

[Call on student volunteer.  If no student volunteers, present them the following 

explanation.] 

 

Facilitator says: "Camping is when you sleep outdoors, often in the woods.  People usually 

go camping for fun.  The area where you camp is called a campground.  In that larger 

campground, a person, a family, or a group has a campsite, which is a smaller area where 

they camp."   

 

Facilitator says: "Now, has anyone ever been camping?  If so, what kinds of things did 

you do while camping?" 

 

[Call on 5-10 student volunteers. Record student responses on the chart paper, whiteboard, 

or chalkboard.] 

 

Possible student responses (unscripted): 

 hike 

 cook 

 eat 

 fish 

 see animals 

 set up a tent 

 sleep 

 roast marshmallows 

 swim 

 

[Add any of the above responses that are not said by the students.  Read the words aloud 

as you add them.] 

 

Facilitator says: "As you can see, there are many things to do while camping.  Hiking is 

when you walk a long distance for fun or exercise.  People sometimes hike with a backpack 

to get to their camping spot.  Does anyone want an explanation of any of the other 

activities?"  
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[Explain any of the other activities listed that students are unfamiliar with.] 

 

Facilitator says: "Going camping can be fun, but you need to make sure to be prepared.  

What would be some important things to bring camping?  Discuss with your neighbor about 

what would be important to bring camping." 

 

[Give the students two minutes to discuss.] 

 

Facilitator says: "Can someone share what they discussed with his or her neighbor?" 

 

[Call on 5-10 student volunteers.  Record student responses on the chart paper, 

whiteboard, or chalkboard.] 

 

Possible student responses (unscripted): 

 tent 

 sleeping bag 

 backpack 

 flashlight 

 food 

 water 

 matches 

 fork/spoon/knife 

 plate/bowl 

 cooking supplies 

 extra clothes 

 

Facilitator says: "It is important to be prepared when going camping.  There may be some 

problems that come up if you are not prepared!  If you come prepared and follow the safety 

rules of the campground, camping can be lots of fun." 

 

Facilitator says: "In your performance task, you will be learning more about camping.  The 

work you did today should help prepare you for the research and writing you will be doing in 

the performance task." 

 

[Collect all notes from students and remind them that they cannot be used during the 

performance task.] 

 

 


