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Title:  New Zealand 

Grade: 3 

Claim(s): 

Claim 2:  

Students can produce effective writing for a range of 

purposes and audiences. 

Claim 4:  

Students can engage in research/inquiry to investigate 

topics, and to analyze, integrate, and present information. 

Assessment Target(s): 

Claim 2 

4. COMPOSE FULL TEXTS: Write full 

informational/explanatory texts on a topic, attending to 

purpose and audience: organize ideas by stating a focus, 

include structures and appropriate transitional strategies for 

coherence, include supporting details (from sources when 

appropriate to prompt), and an appropriate conclusion. 

Claim 4 

2. INTERPRET & INTEGRATE INFORMATION: Locate 

information to support central ideas and key details; Select 

information from data or print and non-print text sources. 

4. USE EVIDENCE: Cite evidence to support opinions based 

on prior knowledge and information collected. 

Standard(s): 

Part 1: C4T2: RI-1, RI-9,  C4T4: RI-1, RI-7, W-1b 

Part 2: C2T4: W-2a, W-2b, W-2c, W-2d, W-4, W-5, W-8,   

W-3d, W-1b 

Revised Bloom's 

Taxonomy Level: 

Part 1: Understand, Analyze, Apply 

Part 2: Analyze, Evaluate, Create 

DOK Level: 
Part 1: 3, 4 

Part 2: 4 

Score Points: 15 points possible 

Difficulty: Medium 

Resources: 

Information for both stimuli has been retrieved from the 

following sources:  

(2015). Maori Culture. New Zealand Tourism Guide. 

Retrieved from http://www.tourism.net.nz/new-

zealand/about-new-zealand/maori-culture.html  

(2015). Live in New Zealand. New Zealand Now. Retrieved 

from http://www.newzealandnow.govt.nz/living-in-

nz  

(2015). New Zealand People. 100% Pure New Zealand. 

Retrieved from 

http://www.newzealand.com/us/feature/new-

zealand-people/ 

(2015). Tuatara. Kiwi Conservation Club. Retrieved from 

http://www.kcc.org.nz/tuatara 

(2015). Rugby. New Zealand Rugby. Retrieved from 

http://www.nzrugby.co.nz/small_blacks/rippa_rugb

y  

(2015). A Day in the Life: New Zealand. Time for Kids. 

Retrieved from 

http://www.timeforkids.com/destination/new-

zealand/day-in-life   

Notes: N/A 
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Task Overview: 

Task should take approximately 120 minutes in total. 

Part 1: (Approximately 50 minutes) With the idea of having 

to write an informational essay about the country of New 

Zealand and what it would be like to live there in mind, 

students will be introduced to the country by reading two 

different stimuli. Students should take notes on both of 

these sources. They will then respond to three questions to 

show their research and analyzing skills. 

 

Part 2: (Approximately 70 minutes) After reading each 

stimulus and looking in depth into both, students will 

individually complete a full-length informational essay 

regarding the country of New Zealand and what it is like to 

live there. Within their essay, they should refer to details in 

the texts noting facts and features of the country. 

Teacher 

Preparation/Resource 

Requirements: 

Teachers should supply sufficient amounts of blank paper 

and writing utensils for students to compose their work and 

take any notes. 

Time Requirements: Task should take approximately 120 minutes. 
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Instructions: 

Your assignment:  

 

     Your class is putting together a booklet about what life would be like in 

different countries of the world. Each person in your class has been assigned a 

different country. Your assignment is to learn about what it is like in New 

Zealand. You have found the two sources provided about the country. 

 

     After you have read through these sources, you will answer questions about 

them. Quickly look over the sources and questions below, then go back to read 

the information carefully.  

 

     In part 2, you will need to write an informational essay using the sources 

you have read. 

 

Directions for Beginning:  

 

     You may now look at the sources. You can look back to these sources as 

much as you would like. Be sure to take notes when reading. You may want to 

use them while you are writing your essay. 

 

 

Research Questions: 

 

       After examining the research sources, use the rest of the time in part 1 to 

answer three questions about them. Your answers to these questions will be 

scored. Also, your answers will help you think about the information you have 

read, which should help you write your letter in part 2. 

 

       You may refer back to your scratch paper to review your notes when you 

think it would be helpful. Answer the questions in the spaces below the 

questions. 

 

       Your written notes on scratch paper will be available to you in part 1 and 

part 2 of the performance task. 
 

Passages/ 

Stimuli: 

Source 1 
 

This journal entry, published on September 1, 2012, in the magazine Traveling, 

describes what it was like to live in New Zealand for one traveler.  

 
A Year in New Zealand 

By: Tarah Copperfield 
 

     Have you ever thought about what it would be like to live in another 

country? I had the chance to live in New Zealand for a whole year! Life in New 

Zealand was a bit different compared to life in America. It was a great 

experience. I got to meet new people, try different foods, see different animals, 

and learn different sports. 
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     New Zealand has less people than America does. The country does have a 

lot of different types of people though. The two main parts of the country are 

the North Island and the South Island. Most of the people, about 75% of them, 

live on the North Island. This is because the South Island gets very cold. I lived 

on the North Island. While there, I got to meet many types of people. 

 

     The Māori people were my favorite. This is probably because their culture 

was so exciting. These were the first people on the island. The Māori people 

have their own language and culture. They define themselves by their iwi 

(tribe), hapu (sub-tribe), maunga (mountain) and awa (river). Carvings are 

very important within this culture. It was very fun to learn facts about this 

culture while living in New Zealand.  

 

     I really miss the foods from New Zealand. The seafood was so fresh. My 

favorite food was bluff oysters. These oysters are so popular, that there is an 

entire food festival in honor of them!  I also ate a lot of lamb while in New 

Zealand. I was a little scared to try it, but it was so good. I enjoyed hokey 

pokey the most. This was the best ice cream I ever had. It was creamy vanilla 

ice cream with pieces of honeycomb. It is probably the most popular treat in 

the whole country. I could eat an entire pool of this in a day if my parents 

would let me!  

 

If you are eating outside, you have to be careful about birds! Although they 

may be nice to look at, the birds were different than in America. The most 

popular bird of the land is a kiwi. This type of bird is now endangered. This 

means there are not many left. It is difficult to find a kiwi anywhere other than 

zoos.  The kea is another type of popular bird. These birds attack cars to steal 

bits of rubber!  

 

     I also got to see other types of animals, such as tuatara. Tuatara are very 

rare reptiles. They are only found in New Zealand. These reptiles are found on 

protected offshore islands. They are not a danger to humans.  These reptiles 

are not lizards. They are also so old that they were around when the dinosaurs 

were! Tuatara is a Māori word which means "spiny back." This is because they 

do have spiny backs. I learned that they can hold their breath for about an 

hour! This was amazing to me. They are really interesting to learn about.  

 

While in New Zealand, my favorite thing to do was play rugby. Rugby is a 

sport played with two teams and a ball. The object of the game is to score the 

most points by getting the ball behind the goal line. In order to stop a goal, you 

must rip flags from the belt of the person with the ball. It came from the game 

of soccer. Many kids start playing rugby by the age of 5. It is a lot of fun. 

 

     Overall, I would say I enjoyed my time in New Zealand. I was able to learn 

about many different things. I was even able to bring some of the things I 

learned back home, like playing rugby with my friends. I would love to go back 

and visit. I may even move back when I am older!  
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Source 2 
 

This letter, written on June 7, 2013, informs readers about living in New 

Zealand. 

 

A Kiwi's Life 
By: Oliver Pratt 

 

Hello, or should I say kia ora? My name is Oliver, and I am 10 years old. 

I am a Kiwi, and I live in New Zealand. I was born here, and I have lived here 

all my life. I live with my mother, my father, my sister, and my brother. There 

is so much to see and do here! I'm going to tell you about this beautiful place.  

 

New Zealand is an island country just to the east of Australia. Most of 

the people that live here, like me, live on the North Island. The North Island 

and the South Island are the two main islands, but there are many small ones, 

too. It is much warmer on the North Island, as the further south you go, the 

closer to Antarctica you get. It can get as low as 14 degrees on the South 

Island! 

 

We have many things to do, and many different types of people to meet. 

My favorite thing to do is play rugby. This sport is very popular here, along with 

cricket and soccer. Most people love playing watching these sports. Many 

people also like to tramp, or hike, because there is so much to see! You can 

also ski, climb, swim, and surf here. 

 

My family is European, like most people here, but there are different 

types of people. My best friend is a Māori. Māori people were the first on the 

island. They came over four hundred years ago! They have a very interesting 

culture. I love to learn about the culture from my friend. I even know how to 

say some words in their language.  

 

Because it is an island, the cost of certain things is a little more 

expensive. However, I think it is worth it to live here. One thing that could get 

expensive is seafood. Since New Zealand is an island, we have great seafood. 

Although I do like seafood, I eat mostly lamb, as it is a common food here. We 

also enjoy desserts, but my parents don't let me eat them often.  

 

The animals and wildlife here are my favorite. We are most known for 

kiwis. This is a flightless bird. Sadly, these birds are now endangered, which 

means there are not many left.  One of the only places to see them are in zoos. 

We also have a very rare reptile called the Tuatara. This is a lizard-like reptile 

that was around when dinosaurs were! These are mostly found on the offshore 

islands. There are also many other beautiful birds and creatures to see. 

 

I hope that you learned a little bit about my country, and that you have 

the chance to visit one day. If you do, I hope you enjoy it as much as I do! 

 

Goodbye! 
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Prework: None 

 

 

Part 1  

Using the information you have just read, answer the questions below. 

 

1. Explain how living in New Zealand would be different from living in 

America. Give three reasons, using information from both of the sources 

provided and your experience in America. Be sure to note which source 

you found the information in.  

 

 

2. According to the sources, what are the animals of New Zealand like? Use 

details from the sources to support your answer. 

 

 

3. Which of the following questions can be answered by both sources? 

Circle your answer. 

 

A. What is hokey pokey? 

B. What does the word "tuatara" mean? 

C. What is the object of rugby? 

D. Who were the first people in New Zealand?  

 

 

 

 

 

End of Part 1 

 

  

Part 2 

Directions: 
 

     You will now have some time to look at your sources, review your notes, 

plan, draft, and revise an essay. You may use your notes and go back to the 

sources provided. Read your assignment and the information about how your 

essay will be scored. Then begin your work. 

 

Your assignment:  
 

     Your class is putting together a brochure about what life would be like in 

different countries of the world. Each person in your class has been assigned a 

different country.  

 

     Your assignment is to write an informational essay about the country New 

Zealand. You should include as many facts about the country as you could. 

Include details from the sources to support your ideas. 
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Remember: 
 

A well-written informational essay: 

 has a clear main idea 

 is well-organized  

 stays in the assigned topic 

 has an introduction and a conclusion 

 uses transitions and linking words 

 uses details from the sources 

 clearly develops ideas 

 uses clear language 

 follows the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, grammar) 

  

You may begin working on your essay.  Make sure that you manage your 

time so that you can plan your essay, write your essay, and revise and edit the 

final draft. 

 

     For part 2, you are being asked to write a multi-paragraph essay, so be as 

thorough as possible.  

 

     Remember to check your notes and your prewriting/planning as you write 

and then revise and edit your essay. 

 

End of Part 2 

 

Scoring Rubric For Part 1: 

 

Scoring Rubric 1: Interpret & Integrate Information (Claim 4, Target 2) 

2 Points: 
The response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to locate, select, and 

interpret information within multiple sources of information. 

1 Point: 
The response gives limited evidence of the ability to locate, select, and 

interpret information within multiple sources of information. 

0 Points: 

A response receives no credit if it does not provide evidence of the ability to 

locate, select, and interpret information within multiple sources of 

information. 

 

Scoring Rubric 2: Use Evidence (Claim 4, Target 4) 

2 Points: 
The response gives sufficient evidence of the ability to locate, select, and 

interpret information within multiple sources of information. 

1 Point: 
The response gives limited evidence of the ability to locate, select, and 

interpret information within multiple sources of information. 

0 Points: 

A response receives no credit if it does not provide evidence of the ability to 

locate, select, and interpret information within multiple sources of 

information. 
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Rationales Interpret/Integrate Information (Claim 4, Target 2) 

 

A. Student(s) may not have realized that the first source is the only source that 

mentions hokey pokey. 

B. Student(s) may have realized that tuataras are mentioned in both sources; 

however, student(s) may not have realized that only the first source gives the 

Māori meaning, "spiny back." 

C. Student(s) may have noticed that rugby is noted in both sources; however, 

student(s) may not have noticed that the object of the sport is only mentioned in 

source 1. 
D. Correct answer 
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Scoring Rubric For Part 2: 

 

Scoring Rubric Informational Writing for Statement Purpose/Focus and Organization: 

4 Points: 

The response: 

 Is consistent and purposefully focused on the given topic 

 Contains a main idea that is focused, clear, and strongly maintained 

 Contains a main idea that is introduced and communicated clearly  

 Has a clear and effective organizational structure creating unity and 

wholeness.  

 Contains the use of a variety of transitional words and phrases 

 Contains a logical sequence of ideas from the beginning to the end 

 Contains an efficient introduction and conclusion related to the 

audience and purpose 

3 Points: 

The response: 

 Is adequately consistent and generally focused on the given topic 

 Is mostly clear and focused, and has somewhat related material that 

is on topic 

 Contains some context for the main idea of the topic 

 Has an evident organizational structure and a sense of completeness, 

though there may be minor flaws and ideas that are only loosely 

connected 

 Contains an adequate variety of transitional words and phrases 

 Contains adequate sequence of ideas from the beginning to the end 

 Contains an adequate introduction and conclusion related to the 

audience and purpose 

2 Points: 

The response: 

 Is clear or focused upon the main idea, but is poorly sustained 

 Contains a main idea that is blurred or somewhat vague 

 Displays inconsistent use of transitional strategies with little variety 

 Contains a rough progression of ideas from the beginning to the end 

 May contain a conclusion or introduction, but they are weak 

1 Point: 

The response: 

 May be related to the topic, but may provide little to no focus 

 Is brief 

 Drifts from the topic 

 Contains an unclear or confusing focus 

 Has little or no apparent organizational structure 

 Contains few or no transitional words or phrases 

 Contains frequent irrelevant ideas that encroach on the overall focus 

0 Points: 

A response receives no credit if it provides no evidence of the ability to write 

a full informational text on a topic, attending to purpose and audience. A 

response receives no credit if it is in a language other than English, is 

illegible, off-topic, or off-purpose. 
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Scoring Rubric Informational Writing for Evidence and Elaboration of Evidence: 

4 Points: 

The response:  

 Provides thorough and compelling support/evidence for the main idea 

that includes the effective use of sources, facts, and details 

 Uses evidence from sources and smoothly integrates them in a 

comprehensive, relevant way 

 Effectively uses a variety of elaborative techniques 

 Clearly and effectively expresses ideas, using precise language 

 Uses academic and domain-specific vocabulary that is appropriate for 

the purpose and audience 

3 Points: 

The response: 

 Provides adequate support/evidence for the main idea that includes 

sources, facts, and details 

 Uses some evidence from sources that is integrated, though citations 

may be vague 

 Adequately uses some elaborative techniques 

 Adequately expresses ideas, including a mix of precise and general 

language 

 Uses domain-specific vocabulary that is generally appropriate for the 

purpose and audience 

2 Points: 

The response: 

 Provides rough support/evidence for the main idea that includes 

partial use of sources, facts, and details 

 Includes evidence from sources that is weakly integrated, and 

citations, if present are weak 

 Includes a weak use of elaborative techniques 

 Expresses ideas unevenly, using simplistic language.  

 Uses domain-specific language that may be inappropriate for the 

audience or purpose 

1 Point: 

The response: 

 Provides minimal support/evidence for the main idea that includes 

little or no use of sources, facts, and details. 

 Uses evidence from sources that is minimal, irrelevant, or even absent 

 Expresses ideas that are vague, lack clarity, or are confusing 

 Uses limited language of domain-specific vocabulary 

 May have little sense of audience and purpose 

0 Points: 

A response receives no credit if it provides no evidence of the ability to 

develop/elaborate on a topic. A response receives no credit if it is in a 

language other than English, is illegible, off-topic, or off-purpose. 
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Scoring Rubric Informational Writing for Conventions: 

2 Points: 

The response: 

 Demonstrates adequate use of correct sentence formation, 

punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling 

1 Point: 

The response: 

 Demonstrates limited use of correct sentence formation, punctuation, 

capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling 

0 Points: 

A response receives no credit if it demonstrates little or no command of 

conventions.  The response demonstrates infrequent use of correct sentence 

formation, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage, and spelling. A 

response receives no credit if it is in a language other than English, is 

illegible, off-topic, or off-purpose. 

 

 

 


